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SOME NOTABLE BIRD RECORDS FROM IRAQ 
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Natural History Museum, Unversity of Basrah, 


Basrah, Iraq 


Some notable bird records obtained during the mist-netting 
done in Iraq are given below. All weights are in gram and 
measurements in millimetre. 


Acrocephalus stentoreus (Hemprich and Ehrenberg). The 
Indian Great Reed Warbler. 


In Hor Zichri, deep in the Hor Hammar marshes, on 16 
November 1973 one Great Reed Warbler was seen moving in 
thick Phragmites communis reed growing 5-6 m high. Since 
Great Reed Warblers were not reported in winter for Iraq, the 
bird was shot and collected. It turned out to be an Indian 
Great Reed Warbler A. stentoreus in fresh plumage with the 

following wing formula. | 


Primaries (ascendant) : Emarginated 3rd-4th, 1P : 4 mm 
short of primary coverts, wing point : 3=4, 2P : 35 mm 
short of wing point falls between 6/7, notch on inner web 
(17 mm from tip) falls below secondaries. 3P notch falls 
between 8P and secondaries. 


Subsequently six more specimens were mist-netted from the 
Phragmites reed-bed in the Shafi Field Station, 50 km north 


of Basrah. Measurements of the specimens are as follows - 


— 


Date sex weight wing tail tarsus bill plumage 


16 Nov. 1973 ? 27-5 83 80 28 damaged fresh 


10 Dec. 1974 male 24-0 88 79 29 19 fresh 

22 Aug. 1976 female 19-0 80 66+ 27 18 worn out 
22 Aug. 1976 female 20-5 82 71+ 265 19 worn out 
29* Aug. 1976 ? 21-0 82 68+ 30 21 worn out 
12 Sept. 1976 male —— 85 741+ 28 18 worn out 
2 Nov. 1976 female 25-0 83 T1 28 17-5 moulting 


* This bird was ringed and released; the rest are kept in 
the Bird Collection. 


November 2 bird was completing moult. Wing 
(descendant) : Primaries; 8P has little sheath at base, 
9P has 8 mm sheath at base, 10P new. Secondaries: moulting 
9 & 65 are of same length (7 mm sheath at base), 5 mm shorter 
than 45. Tail; central pair have little sheath on the dorsal 
side. 


Except the above, November-December specimens were in 
fresh plumage, while the August-September specimens were in 
badly worn out condition. 


The moulting and moulted birds were heavier than the 
unmoulted ones. Moulting of Iraqi wintering A. stentoreus 
appears to take place between September and November as is 
the case reported for other geographical populations of the 
species (Williamson, 1974). 


Our specimens in plumage and measurements are similar to 
A. stentoreus brunnescens (Jerdon), which has a distribution 
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ranging from Turkestan (from Aral Sea eastwards to Tadzhi- 


-a 


kistan), Transcaspia, east and south Iran, Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan, to India. 


This is the first record of the Indian Great Reed Warbler 


from Iraq and it is the only wintering Great Reed Warbler of 
Iraq. 


Emberiza schoeniclus pyrrhuloides Pallas. The Thick- 
billed Reed Bunting. 

While netting at a roost — mostly of House Sparrows, 
Central Asian Reed Buntings, and a few white Wagtails — in a 
small reed-bed at Amusement Park, Baghdad, two female Thick- 
billed Reed Buntings were collected on 17 and 24 February 
1971. Measurements of the specimens are - 


No. date weight wing tail tarsus bill height 


INHM 17 Feb. 1971 21-8* 80 2 21 12 8 
3235 


3236 24 Feb. 1971 -— 80 73 21 11 
“weight taken on next day morning. 


The specimens come under the thick-billed reed buntings 
of the pyrrhuloides group. For lack of comparative material 
they are tentatively put under E. schoeniclus pyrrhuloides 
Pallas, which has the nearest distributional range close to Iraq. 


The Central Asian Reed Bunting E. schoeniclus pallidior 
Hartert, the only other subspecies of Æ. schoeniclus recorded 
forIraq, is a winter visitor. The Thick-billed Reed Bunting— 
which can be identified from the former by its massive, strongly 
convex bill — is a new addition to the avifauna of Iraq. Both 
the specimens are deposited in the Bird Collection of the 
Natural History Research Center, Baghdad. 
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Locustella naevia (Boddaert). The Grasshopper Warbler 


One female in fresh plumage weighing 17-5 g was collected 
on the morning of 16 August 1976 from the reed-bed at shafi. 
It measured : wing 64, tail 54, tarsus 19-5, and bill 11, and had 
two faint black mark on tongue. This is the second report of 
the species from Iraq. The first specimen, a male, was 
collected on 9 September 1974 from the same area (Kainady & 
Al-Joborae, 1975). 


Locustella luscinioides (Savi). The Savi’s Warbler | 


Five specimens were mist-netted from Shafi reed-bed 
in 1976 (Aug. 23 (1), 29 (2), Sept. 6 (1), and 13 (1)). The Savi’s 
Warbler was first recorded for Iraq based on a female in fresh 
plumage collected on 7 October 1974 from a reed-bed close to 
Shafi (Kainady & Al-Joborae, 1975). Except one of the speci- 
mens of August 29, which had three black mark on tongue, 
others had no mark on tongue. August 24 bird was moulting 
wing and tail feathers, and the body feathers were nearing 
completion of moult. Rest of the birds were in fresh plumage. 

The fresh plumage of August-September birds, with no 
tongue mark indicating their adult nature, shows the possibility 
of adults having two moults — one soon after breeding and 
the second in its winter quarters. 


Hippolais icterina (Vieillot). The Icterine Warbler 


On 1 May 1976 one specimen was netted at Shafi. The next 
day it was measured, ringed and released (weight 11-75 g & 
wing 78). This is the second record of the species from Iraq. 
The first record is that of Ticehurst ef al. (1926), who reported 
of Perey Cox’s collection of a specimen from Baghdad on 
19 May 1922. 
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Sylvia hortensis (Gmelin). The Orphean Warbler 


Five birds were mist-netted at Shaf in 1976 (Mar. 15, Apr. 
12, 19, 20, and Sept. 7). The previous records are of Ticehurst 
et. al (1926), who obtained the first bird from Baghdad on 
3 April 1922 and the ‘unconfirmed sight records’ of Moore and 


Carpodacus erythrinus (Pallas). The Common Rose Finch 
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